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April 8, 2020
Re: GOLF COURSE OPERATIONS DURING THE DIRECTOR’S STAY AT HOME ORDER

On March 22, 2020 The Ohio Director of Health issued a Stay at Home Order in response to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

On March 25, 2020 Greene County had a peak onset of Covid-19 cases including one death.

On March 26, 2020 Socrates Touch, Legal Counsel for the Ohio Department of Health and Lance
Himes, Chief of Staff for the Ohio Department of Health verified that golf courses are non-essential
businesses with no exemption and were to remain closed.

On March 29, 2020 Chief of Staff Lance Himes stated the Ohio Department of Health’s “position is
evolving.” Greene County golf courses were ordered to remain closed due to the threat of a novel
coronavirus exhibiting peak behavior on March 25%, 2020.

Now, on April 8, 2020, Greene County Public Health has noted 14 days of decreased reports for Covid-
19. Fourteen days represents one incubation period for Covid-19. Greene County Public Health will
allow golf courses to open in Greene County on April 10%, 2020. Non-essential operations will remain
closed.

Golf course operations may be open as an outdoor recreational activity as long as they meet the
following criteria:

1. The golf course is operating as an outdoor recreational activity abiding by all of the Ohio Department
of Health Director’s Stay at Home Order social distancing and disinfection requirements. However, if
the golf course is operating other businesses as a part of the operations (restaurants, clubhouse, spa,
driving range, putting and practice greens, etc.) then you should submit your plans as to why you deem
these business operations essential.

2. You have the responsibility to assure physical (social) distancing and protective measures are
adhered to consistently. ,

3. You must provide protective measures to ensure compliance with social distancing requirements
{(Section #15 of the Director’s Stay at Home Order) including:

a) designate 6 foot physical/social distances for both employees, members and customers;

b) have hand sanitizer and sanitizing products readily available for employees, members and

customers;

¢) golf carts should not carry more than one person at a time unless riders are from the same
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household; and should be disinfected after each use;

d) golf clubs or other golf equipment that belongs to the golf course and used by customers
should be disinfected after each use; and

¢) can communicate hours of operations via online and remotely to the public;

f) Spacing tee times to ensure golfers are not congregating;

g) potential sources of transmission medium such as flagsticks, rakes, ball washers, water
stations, outside tables should be removed.

4. Section 13A specifies the following exemptions: “The minimum necessary activities to maintain the
value of the business inventory, preserve the conditions of the business's physical plant and equipment,
ensure security, process payroll, and employee benefits, or for related functions.”

5. Section 17 reads “This Order may be enforced by State and local law enforcement to the extent set
forth in Ohio law. To the extent any public official enforcing this Order, the Director of Health hereby
delegates to local health departments the authority to answer questions in writing consistent with this
Order.” Questions can be directed to general@gcph.info.

6. Section 19 stipulates “Nothing in this Order shall in any way alter or modify an existing legal
authority allowing the State or any local health department from ordering (1)any quarantine or isolation
that may require an individual to remain inside a particular residential property or medical facility for a
limited period of time, including duration of this public health emergency, or (2) any closure of a
specific location for a limited time, including the duration of this public health emergency.

7. Greene County Public Health may randomly inspect the business practices of golf courses to verify
that they are meeting the requirements outlined in the Director’s Stay at Home order.

The Director of Health’s Stay at Home Order was issued to reduce the spread of Covid-19 through
social distancing so that medical facilities and local infrastructure including law enforcement, fire, and
emergency medical services are not pushed beyond capacity to ensure Greene County residents receive
life-saving critical care. Any complaints of non-compliance with the required Stay at Home Order will
be investigated and confirmed violations may cause a reversal of this order.

Sincerely,

I/

Melidsa A. Howell, MS, MBA, MPH, RN, RS
Health Commissioner
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